





7 
¥ 








zy “ 
A 





+ 
. 





_ 





a 














NO. 29. tDAY 
00 ee ee ns ER . Se 
fAissionary Kutelligence. 





CHEBOKEES. 


The following interesting particulars respecting the 
state of the Misslon and School at Creekpath, are 
communicated ina letter from Rey. John Allan to the 
Corresponding Secretary, and published in the last 
Herald. 


Huntsville, Alabama, Sept. 24, 1827. 
Dear Sir—I lately visited Creekpath for 


the purpose of attending the examination of 


the school there, and assisting Mr, Potter in 
administering the sacrament. IJ propose giv- 
ing you some account of my vis. This no- 
tice will not probably be less acceptable, be- 
cause presented by one who has no connex- 
ion with the A. B,C. F. M, Not that I sup- 
pose for a moment, that a missionary cannot 
give an impartial account of his efforts among 
the heathen : for [ am persuaded that in ma- 
ny instauces, such accounts fall short of the 
truth. Indeed sir, | apprehend that no ade- 
quate account can be given of the happy chang- 
es produced by the gospel on a heathen convert, 
Any terms which we might use would utter- 
ly fail of conveying a suitable impression. | 


am here forcibly reminded of the old adage : 


“ Seeing is believing.” In illustration, per- 
mit me to offer the following anecdote. 

A gentleman from , left home on a 
distant journey. On the morning of the se- 
cond day of his departure, which was Sab- 
bath, he missed his way, and found himself, 
very unexpectedly, about breakfast time, at 
a missionary station, Finding an acquain- 
tance there, who after the Sabbath, designed 
going some distance on the same road he 
concluded to wait for company until the next 
day. He was utterly astonished to see any 
thing like civilization and christianity among 
Indians, It is true he had heard of mission- 
ary operations, but like many others he sup- 
posed that nothing could be more useless than 
to preach the gospel to the heathen. Nor 
was he much disposed to credit the state- 
ments that had been given, announcing the 
success of this enterprise. But here sir were 
stubborn facts, which acted upon the senses 
with a power not to be resisted. According- 
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ly our traveller did with a good grace, what 








every other man of his opinions would do in 
similar circumstances : he forgot his skepti- 
cal theories, aud yielded to the conviction of 
his senses, Otber strangers were there, but 
no one perhaps equalled, certainly none ex- 
ceeded him in speaking forth bis admiration 
of what he saw. From his infancy proba- 
bly, he had no other associations connected 
with the name of Indian, but those of disgust- 
ing filth, cruel barbarity, and an utter desti- 
tution of every thing like the decorum of civ- 
ilized life, or the solemnity of religion. But 
now these associations were to be broken up. 
lie saw for the first time the savage changed 
into the civilized man: the heathen into the 
christian. So utterly foreign from his mind 
had it been to admit the idea of decent, gen- 
teel female lidiaus, that on seeing several of 
this description, he remarked to a person 
with whom he was conversing, “ These I pre- 
sume are ladies from the white settlements,” 
He was assured however, that they were re- 
ally Indians. 

The schvol at Creek-path is composed of 
about thirty Indian children, of various ages, 
and in various stages of improvement. The 
examination commenced after prayer by ex- 
ercises in reading. A very considerable por- 
tion of the scholars can read with fluency. 
This acquisition by a Cherokee child, is not 
made but by considerable difficulty ; our jan 
guage abounding so much more with conso- 
nauts than theirs, renders the prounuciavion 
of it with any tolerable degree of accuracy, a 
very serious task to them. It was truly pleas- 
ing to witness their success in olvivting the 
difficulty. Some of them, 1 am persuaded, 
read as well as any children of the same ave 
among the whites. The next exercise to which 
our attention was called was spelling. tn 
this branch (hey acquitted themselves with 
great propriety. A ‘ew words were spelled 
wrong, and bata fe: . considerable 
number. To see these ciui en of the forest 
thus advancing in the first is of know- 
ledge, was truly gratifying ; but the pleasure 
was still greater ov finuing a much lirger 
number of them than I bad aaticipated, pos» 
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sessing quite a respectable knowledge of gram- 
mar and geography. The examination in 
these branches was thorough and highly satis- 
factory. In addition to this a few of the most 
advanced pupils stood a very particular exam- 
ination on the history of this country ; the 
different periods of settlement by the whites, 
and of their wars with the Indians. On this 
subject many questions were asked and read- 
ily answered, which indicated a progress in 
historical knowledge not surpassed, I believe, 
in many of our best regulated academies 
But this was not all ; the audience were next 
to be gratified by an exhibition ef speaking 
talent. Several singie speeches, and a very 
interesting dialogue, founded on the story of 
Joseph and his brethren, were spoken un- 
commonly well. This wastndeed novel and 
unexpected; and though the children had 
never witnessed any thing of the kind in their 
lives, yet I am confident I do not exaggerate, 
when I say that the performance was excel- 
lent. The speech of Brutus on the death of 
Cesar, and that of Mark Antony on the same 
occasion, were spoken by two of the boys 
with great animation. I was much interest- 
ed in another spoken by a full blooded boy. 
It was taken from the Columbian Orator, at- 
tributed to an Indian, and begins with these 
words—* Fathers, when you crossed the 
great waters,”—This piece as you may sup- 
pose, appeared quite in keeping with the lit- 
tle Cherokee orator, who delivered it with 
great propriety. After this entertaining ex- 
ercise, the girls were called on to exhibit spe- 
cimens of their work. Of their skill in this 
matter I-could not so well judge. <A lady 
from Huutsville, however, who was present, 
assured me that their performance in this de- 
partment, gave pleasing proof of their ingen- 
uity in the use of the’needle. 

The examination was followed by a sacra- 
mental occasion, commencing on Saturday 
and ending on Monday. The public exer- 
cises were alternately in English and in Cher- 
okee. On the Sabbath the Lord’s Supper 
was administered to about fifty communi- 
cants of various colors and nations. ‘The as- 
sembly though small, reminded me of that 
mentioned by John, composed of all nations, 
kindred and tongues; and might I thought, 
not inaptly be considered as a representation 
of heaven uponearth. A communion season 
under ordinary circumstances is interesting, 
but it seemed doubly so here. To reflect on 
the former desolate condition of these dear 
people, and to contrast it with their present 
eligible situation, was calculated to elicit from 
the pious heart the highest praise toGod. A 
few years ago they were utterly unacquaint- 
ed with the blessed gospel; they were im- 
mersed in the grossest darkness ; no voice of 
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mercy had reached their ears; no friendly 
Sabbath collected them together to hear the 
word of God: but now we beheld them un- 
der the influence of gospel light, rejoicing in 
the mercy of God, in the privileges of the 
Sabbath, in the instructions of ihe sacred 
word ; and seated around the Lord’s table, 
partaking of the memorials of his broken bo- 
dy and shed blood. To hear of these facts, 
sir, is a blessed thing ; but it is more blessed 
to see them. Well might Abraham rejvice 
to see the day of Christ, thongh far off, 
Delicacy might perhaps forbid that I should 
say much respecting the missionaries; but as 
they are public servants, and as they are ofien 
assailed by calumny, I think it may not be um- 
proper to say something on this subject. 
They are, then, in my estimation, alrogeth- 
er worthy of that confidence which the Board 
have reposed in them : they are justly entuled 
to the sympathies, prayers, and support of 
the Christian public ; they are submitting to 
privations without any prospect of eartaly 
gain, such as few would be willing to submit 
to, though accompanied with considerable 
pecuniary remuneration : their task is always 
arduous, and »ften full of perplexity Ihave 
always considered it a privilege to be near 
this missionary station. ‘The occasional in- 
tercourse between it and my congregation, 
has, I trust, proved a mutual blessing. A 
number of my people have at different times 
visited Creekpath, and I have found them 
uniformly delighted with their visit, They 
always form pleasing anticipations previously 
to going; but in every instance, so far as I 
have known, their expectations have been ex- 
ceeded. lam persuaded this would be the 
case with the Christian community at large, 
could they personally witness the blessed ef- 
fects of missionary efforts. Could they be 
on the spot and see for themselves, they would 
say the half had not been told them. Pray- 
ing that the period may soon arrive when 
none shall have need to say to his neighbor, 
“know thou” that the missionary cause ought 
to be patronized, I remain, dear sir, yours res- 
pectfully, Joun ALLAN, 


ADDRESS OF AN INDIAN CHIEF. 


In the account of the examination of the school at 

. Creekpath, it was mentioned that an aged chief 
addressed the scholars in the Cherokee lan- 
guage. A copy of this address, translated by 
David Brown, bas been received from Mr, Pot- 
ter and isinserted here. This chief is the Speak- 
er of that part of the nation, and foimerly 
thought the school would do little good. 


Dear children,—I often speak to you, and 
encourage you to continue in the pursuit of 
useful knowledge ; such knowledge as will be 
fer your own good, and that of your country. 


1827.] 


You are engaged in a good thing. I am al- 
ways pleased to see the progress you are mak- 
ing in learning. I feel that much depends on 
you. Qn you depends the future welfare of 
your country. 

When I was young there were no schools 
amoug us. No one to teach us such learning 
as you are now obtaining. My lot was quite 
difierent from yours. You have here many 
advantages. Improve them. Pursue the 

aths of virtue and knowledge. Some of 
your fathers who first agreed for the teachers 
to come among us are now no more, They 
are gone 

It is now some years since a school was es- 
tablished in Creekpath, your native place. | 
myself aided to build the first school house.— 
At first the children did not learn very fast. 
But new since the establishment of a school 
at this place, they are doing much better. I 
have reason to believe you are learning as 
fast as might be expected. Some of you have 
been in school five years, and some not so 
long. You have now acquired considerable 
knowledge. By and by you will have more. 
This gives me great satisfaction. Remember 
that the whites are near us. With them we 
have constant intercourse ; and you must be 
sensible, that unless you can speak their lan- 
guage, read and write as they do, they will be 
able to cheat you and trample upon your 
rights. Be diigeut therefore in your studies, 
and let nothing hinder you from tiem. De 
not quarrel with each other. Aid one anoth- 
er in your useful employ ; obey your teachers 
and walk in the way they tell you. 


THE MISSION CAUSE IN ALBANY. 


Our city (says the Christian Register,) has late- 
ly been vised by ihe Rev. Jonas King, anu the 
Rev. Mer. Kick, as 4 commutee from tie A weri- 
cau Boara of Commissioners for Foreigu Miss- 
ions. The object of this very welcome visit, was 
to present the clainus of the heathen world to the 
charity of our citizens, and to jayne their atten 
tion to, and enlist their co operation in, those 
measures that may spread the gospel to “ every 
creature.” . 

Many in this community were ready to receiv: 
these servants of the Most High «ih cordiality , 
and the sesult bas shewn that the Lord prepored 
Many Hearts to receive their message. 

M.. King wade a public address, and statement 
ef bis tavels, Sabbath before last, iv the evemng. 
at Dr. Ludlow’s church, to a very numerous avi 
highly gratified audience. He was followed by 
an animated and affecting address by Mr. Kuck. 

Ou Monday evening, a large and higily res- 

ectable meeting of geutlemen assembled at Mrs. 
ockwell’s. S. M. Hopkins, Esq. called the 
wrestling to order, and the Hon. Siephen Van 
Rensselaer was called to take the chair. After a 


short address, the Rev. Dr. Chester opened the 
meeting with prayer; and Rev. Dr. Ludlow intro- 
duced the commitiee to the assembly iu an appro- 
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priate speech. Mr. King and Mr. Kirk then pre- 
sented the object of their visit to the meeting with 
great effect. Mr. Bissell, of Rochester, from the 
New York committee, stated what had been done 
at the recent meeting of the Board in that city; 
afier which, upon motion of Maj. I. Smith, a sub- 
scription paper was laid upon the table, and the 
meeting invited to contribute to the advancement 
of the cause of Missions. 

The chairman commenced the subscription with 
a sam worthy of his well known liberrlity, and ia 
a short and very happy tribute to the importance 
of the object, inspired a feeling of confidence sud 
pleasure that pervaded the whole assembly. 

Several thousand dollars were subscribed, anda 
committee appointed to receive the “ free gifts” 
of this community. We understand that more 
han eighteen thousand dollars are obtained, and 
it is coufidently expected that $20,000 will be de- 
voted, from this city, to this noble object. 

The subject has awakened a deep and delight- 
fal feeling among us, and the result is bighly grat- 
ifying to all who love the happiness of men and 
the glory of God. There are a few who have ob- 
jected to this contribution and have refused to par- 
ticipate in it, who are abundantly able, and who 
would have beena infinitely more blessed in giv- 
ing, than they can be in withholding ; but it is 
to be presumed that when they shall have an op- 
portunity to gain more information they will be 
happy te unite in a charity which is “ twice bless- 
ed.” 

The spirit of Missions is the spirit of the gos- 
pel. Our Saviour was the model of a Missionary, 
and “though he was rich, yet for our sakes he 
became poor, that we through his poverty might 
become rich.” His disciples were missionaries, 
and while they, and all their followers in the faith 
and patience of the saints, were to go through the 
wold and preach the gospel to every creature, 
they were commanded to commence this work at 
the foot of the cross. “ Beginning at Jerusalem.” 
There is wealth sufficient in the church to fulfil 
all his requirements, and when the Spirit shall 
sunctify the hearts of all who have the silver and 
ihe gold—then the world shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord. Human instrumentality, 
under the grace and guidance of the Holy Ghost, 
will be the means of giving the heathen to Christ 
for bis inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth tor his possession. 


MISSION CAUSE IN TROY, N. Y. 


A meeting of individuals friendly to the cause 
of Foreign Missions, was held in this place, a! the 
house of Mr. Tuus, on Tuesday evening of last 
week. Messrs. King and Kirk addressed the 
meeting. and more than $4000 was subscribed, 
by a few indivivusls, at the close of the meeting. 
More will probably be added, and we cannot but 
rejoice greatly that the Lord is puiting it into the 
hearts of his childien to aid in the benevolent 
work of sending the gospel to those who are sit- 
ting in the region and shadow of death. The 
eyes of the Christian world are turned with in- 
creasing interest and admiration to the operations 
of this Buard, which is, no doubt, destined by 
God to be a mighty engine i hastening on the 
Millenium.— Troy Rev. 


Latest from the Palestine Mission.—A hasty 
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line from Mr. Goodel was received at the Mis 
sionary Rooms, a few days since. He refers to 
unusual troubles from the hands of their ene- 
mies ; and says, ** We shall have much to tell you, 
when we have time to take breath.” He in- 
forms, that Mr. Bird and fanily were on the 
heights of Tripoli, (20 or 25 wiles from Beyroot.) 
having jast escaped from the Maronites. We 
have accounts of the symptoms of war between 
the Turks and the English. Our missionaries 
being unde: English protection, must probably 
flee in that case. Thev may even now, be driv- 
en from their labors and their homes; but the 
English fleet will probably receive thein safely.— 


Rec. & Tel. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


ADDRESS OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


For Several years past, the number of individu- 
als has been increasing, who have deeply felt and 
strongly expressed, their sense of the obligation 
resting upon our Christian community to enter 
with great energy into the fields now open for 
missionary labor. The conviction that friends of 
niissions in America are called upon to take a 
vigorous part in the glorious enterprise of sending 
the Gospel intoall the world, is firmly established 
inthe minds of many. Nor does the matter rest in 
a mere conviction of the understanding. A rapid 
advance has taken place in the willingness to make 

ecuniary sacrifices for this object. It can now 
“ truly said, that persons of both sexes are to be 
found in city and country, who esteem it a priv 
ilege to bring large contributions in aid of this 
work of the Lond. 

A strong desire has been manifested within the 
last few months, that the operations of the Board 
of Foreign Missions should be immediately and 
greatly extended: and that as a preparatory 
measure, a corresponding increase of pecuniary 
meas should be secured. An eularged liberali 
ty disdaining the limits of previous examples, 
seemed ready to burst forth, whenever a distinct 
call should be made for it, with reference to spe- 
cific plans of evangelical effort. At the late an- 
oval meeting of the Board, such plans were propo- 
sed ; and the immediate effect was an unparal- 
leled subscription, the details of which appeared 
in our last number. When the intelligence of 
this spontaneous effort went abroad, it was heard 
with joy and thanksgiving by multitades, and was 
made the signal for new and extraordinary exer 
tions through the land. 

Such have been the indications of Providence, 
in regard to this swhject, that the Committee feel 
authorized to believe thata new era has dawned 
upon the American churches : avd that the time 
has arrived, when such a number of wealthy and 
prosperous disciples of Christ will come forward 
with their liberal) offerings unsolicited, as shal! 
attract the atrention and gain the co-operation of 
their brethren in less affluent circumstances : and 
thus, unless the signs of the times are mistaken, 
there will hereafter he no delay for want of money 
to send into any inviting field such well qualified 
laborers, as God shall furnish, and endow with 
the requsite spirit and zeal. 

This state of things imposes very solemn duties 
vpon the Committee, both in regard to selecting 
new stations, and appointing missionaies and 
assistants to occupy them. 
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Among the most important and accessible fields 
are the coast of Wesiern Africa in the vicinity of 
Liveria, and the north west coast of Ameria. 

[In regard to Western Africa, the information 
contained in preceding pages of the present nuim- 
her will sufficiently show, that Christians in the 
United Srates are imperiously, called upon to 
send the Gospel thither. The Committee have the 
satisfaction of stating that they have resolved to 
establish a mission, near the colony of Liberia, 
as soon as possible, and that they have appoint- 
ed one missionary a descendant of Africa, who 
has been extensively known for several vears 4s a 
faithful preacher of the Gospel. It is the design 
of the Comanittee to appoint others to this service, 
as far as the proper men shall be offered, and 
the demand for their labors shall coutinue. It 
may be hoped and expected, that from this colony, 
as a radiating point, religion and civilization will 
penetrate into the very heart of Africa. 

As to the north-west coast of our own continent, 
the duty of sending a mission thither has been a 
subjectof conversation and reflection from the 
origin of the Board. It is now time to act. By 
the testimony of numeroustravellers it is ascertain- 
ed, that various tribes of Indians inhabit the coun- 
iry west ofthe Rocky Mountains, from California 
northward to very high latitudes. Some of these 
tribes are stated to be peaceable and inoffensive, 
in their manners and habits; and though others 
have exhibited much of the savage charactes, it is 
universally acknowledged, that they have been 
provoked to deeds of cruelty by the aggressions of 
visiters from civilize d lands, 

When thé late reinforcement sailed for the 
Sandwich Islands, one of the missionaries had it 
specially in charge to visit the coast of America, 
if practicable, and learn the state of the people, 
and propose to them the establishment of a mis- 
sion for their benefit. Nothing can be plainer, 
than that a most persevering application should 
be made to the different tribes along the coast, till 
they shell consent to receive the Gospel. 

It is by no means improbable, that the first 
mission which shall be fitted out for this region 
will be accompanied by a littl colony ; which 
tho’ distinct in its organization, and in some sense 
seculiar as to its object, will be formed and sent 
forth with the same views, and for tne accomplish- 
mentof the same great end; viz. the planting 
of Christian institutions on the shores of the 
Pacific 

The tide of emigration is rolling westward so 
rapidly, that it musi speedily surmount every bar- 
rier, till it reaches all the habitable parts of this 
continent. How desirable then that the natives 
of the wilderness should hear the Gospel, before 
they are prejudiced against it by the fraud, injus- 
tice, and dissolute lives of men who give up 
the blessings of Christianity that they may not be 
troubled with its restraints. How noble an ob- 
ject is here; and how worthy of American en- 
terprise ;—to convey the inestimable treasures of 
divine truth to pagan tribes, scattered over a vast 
extent of territory, and to prepare the way for 
future settlers frony the Atlantic coast and the val- 
ley of the Mississippi. In this manner, early 
provision will be made for the religious wants of 
the adventurous voyager and the fearless man of 
the woods who shall meet in these remote regions ; 
and thus will a foundation be laid for churches, 
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schools and colleges, and all that bright arrav of 
moral influences which accompany Christian in- 
stitutions, and form a well organized civil com. 
unity. Ina word, thus may be sent forth another 
Pivmouth Colony, which shall extend its benefi- 
cent inflnences over millions of intelligent, en- 
lightened and happy men, throngh suecessive ages 
to the end of the world ; another Plymouth Colo- 
ny, vith all the advantages, which two centuries 
of unexampled progress in arts and knowledge 
have put isto the possession of the church, and 
with all the encouragements which can be derived 
from the Providence of God, as displayed before 
our admiring éves within the last thirty years. 

Though such a colony, as has been briefly 
described, would be fonaded in religions princi- 
ples and undertaken from religious motives, yet 
nt would bea secular establishment, governed by 
its own constitution, and not under the direction, 
or at the expense, of anv Missionary Societv.— 
The mission to the natives, closely united with 
the colony in affection and motive, would detive 
essential aid from it; and thus both enteprises 
would stre ethen and encourage each other, 

One field more is allthat the Committee think 
it necessary to mention, in the present commum 
cation. [tis embraced in the countries bordering 
on the Mediterranean. From information re- 
ceived within the last vear, there is reason to be- 
lieve, that many new stations might be selected 
and oecupied, where the doctrines of the Gospel 
would be soon brought into contact with minds 
capible of estimating their value, and pressed 
home upon hearts capable of feeling their divine 
authority, 

Looking to Jesus the Author and Finisher of 
our faith, and considering the peculiar duties and 
obligations of the age, the C »mmittee feel prepar- 
edto say, that no man, who possesses sutiable 
qualifications to go forth as a preacher of the Gos 
pel to the heathen, need hesitate a moment lest 
his services should not be needed. Every such 
man ts bound solemnly to consider, in what place 
it isthe pleasure of the Lord that he should live and 
labor ; and, should he feel moved to offer himself 
for the missionary work, he will next make the 
matter a subject of prayer and of solemn consul 
tation with judicious Christian friends, who are 
well acquainted with his character. 

The Committee propose, in the next number 
of the Missionary Herald to address some thoughts 
to candidates for this high service, and to those 
who are called to write testimonies, or to give 
their advice respecting the fitness of the individu. 
als offered. 

In the mean time, it is proper to exhort the 
friends of missions throughout our land to be 
ware of making the inereased liberality of some 
an occasion of relaxed cxertions on the part of 
the rest. The voice of numbers, from different 
parts of the country, is, That the contributions of 
last year should be doubled, in all the Auxiliaries. 
lo many cases, much more than this can easily be 
done by the active exertions of a few men of in- 
fluence. There is no good reason, why the con- 
yersions of the world should not engage the warm 
affections of all, and command the strenuons ta 
bors of the active, the munificent gifts of the wea! 
thy, and the universal contributions of our great 
community. 
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MONTHLY CONCERT IN BOSTON. 


At the monthly concert in Boston, the Rev. Win, 
Sharp, savs the Christian Watchman, read a let- 
ter lately received by him from Dr. Judson, and 
added a few reflections. It was a gratifying evi- 
dence both of Dr. Judson’s respectability in the 
eves of his neighbors and of his disinterestedness, 
that he had received lately, in presents from citi- 
zens of Ava, and pay for services to the British 
Government as interpreter, &c. four thousand dol- - 
lars, all of which bas been passed to the credit of 
the Board. 

It appeared by the letter from Dr. Judson, that 
the former converts to Christianity among the 
Burmans, eighteen in number, had with the ex- 
ception of two, continued to adorn their profession 
of religion. These two had been excluded from 
fellowship. When it is considered that the little 
hand who have continued faithful, have been sub- 
jected not only to all the temptations to iniquity 
which abound in a state of war, but to all others 
also, which the condftion of surrounding beathen- 
ism and idolatry sanctions and renders popular, — 
much glory shoald be ascribed to Almighty God, 
who has given such efficacy to the grace which he 
had communicated to their hearts, as to enable 
them to persevere in their profession of vital god- 
liness. ‘They stand as witnesses fer him, as Abra- 
ham and Lot did, amidst surrounding imiquity ; 
and it mav be hoped, that as Sodom might have 
been spared for ten righteous, that Burmah may 
yet be converted'to God. 

The Rev. Mr. M’Coy, from the Carey Station, 
gave some account of that important mission, and 
sung a solemn hymn in the Indian language. It 
was delightful to hear the sounds of Christian 
praise and devotion in one of those languages, to 
which hitherto, sounds of Zion have been strange. 
It was oracular evidence of the extension of the 
kingdom of Christ among the tongues and tribes 
of earth, and of the familiarity of our missionary 
with the medium of Gospel instruction to our poor 
Americans. 





HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


(Furnished for the New-York Observer by the Cor- 
responding Secretary. ] 


Two days since the following note was received 
enclosing the suin named. 


Mr. Peters.—1 enclose you ten dollars for the 
A. H. M.8.—And in doing it I cannot withhold 
from you the luxury of knowing from what source 
it comes. 

I was once a destitute orphan, and a student of 
theology. Ata time when my clothes were poor, 
and my purse a shilling, and I far from the place 
which the indulgence of a Cliristian friend aliowed 
me to call home,a gentleman to whom [ wasa 
stranger requested another to put into my hands $5. 
— Years passed belore I felt able to refund the mo- 
ney. And since [ did it, I have received from him 
a note, enclosing the $5, and $5 more to make it 
$10, requesting me to hand it to ove of two Socie- 
nes, which I thought most in need—I send it to 
yours. The Dovor’s name is not to be known or 
suspected. And you will please make no allusion 
to this matter, which shall give any part of it more 
publicity than is necessary for domg good.—As 
you have some of my quondam companions in the 
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Missionary service, I could almost wish this little 
sum might go to one of them with a knowledge 
of the circumstances. And I wish every young 
clergyman who has it in his power to refund the 
price of his education, knew how much good 
he might do the cause of Christ by sueh an act. 
Yours in the bonds of the Gospel ministry, T 





ANOTHER ITEM OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 
Charleston. (S. C.) Nov. 19, 1827. 
Peter Haws, Esq. Treasurer A. H. M. S. 


Sir,—Enclosed you have Three Hundred Doll 
ars (0 aid the funds of the A. H. M. S.—This a- 
moon! was giveu this morning by three individu- 
a on reading the gloomy inform :stion from your 
S.cety in the last New-York Observer, and we 
hope you will not again refuse any Missionaries 
but have * Faith” and the money will be found. 

Yours very truly, 
JASPER CORNING. 

The reference in the above note is to the H. M. 
Department in the New-York Observer, November 
lth. While we rejoice that the statemeat there 
made has produced, in this instance, its proper ef- 
fects, and receive, with gratitude to God, the above 
named liberal contribution, we regret that a single 
suspicion should have grown out of it, that the Exec- 
utrve Committee are shrinking back from the res- 
pousibilities of their office, for the want of confidence 
im God, or in the liberality of the friends of Home 
Missions. The statement referred to is in the follow- 
ing words, viz. 

* This institution is already doing much, and glad- 
ly would its Committee do more. But it has not the 
menus. A few days since, applications were receiv- 
ed from three young men whose hearts were warmed 
with a desire to preach the Gospel in the Western 
States ; and it was found on examination, that there 
was not money enough in the Treasury to bear their 
expenses to the field of labor.” 

This statement was literally true, but the young 
men were not, on that account, rejected: and we are 
happy to have it in our power to state, that the Com- 
mittee never have rejected an application that was in 


all respects satisfactory. They have endeavored to }, 


examine every case with care, that their appropria- 
tions might not be wasted upon the undeserving, nor 
bestowed beyond the absolute necessities of the nee- 
dy. But they nave not dared to withhold their hand 
from doing, in any case, what the Spirit of God and 
of the churches have urged them to, in this work of 
national charity. We “have faith’; and on the 
strength of it, as almoners of the bounty of the pub- 
lic, we have ventured to pledge the liberality of the 
churches far beyond our present means ; and it rests 
with the patriots and Christians of this country to 
determine whether we shall go on with these pledges, 
and continue to do what God requires us to do, or 
whether we shall retire from this enterprize, because 
the silver and the gold, which are the Lord's, are 
locked up in the coffers of a worldly-minded commu- 
nity, whose hearts cannot be moved to sympathy by 
the spiritual wretchedoess of their own countrymen, 
and whose purses the command of God cannot open. 

But we speak not of retiring because we believe it 
possible. We dare not retire, nor tread back a sin- 
gle step which we have taken. The favor of God to 
this Institution hitherto, will not permit us to doubt 
of his blessing unto the end; and the few instances 
of liberality, like that now before us, which we are 
called to acknowledge, encourage us to believe that 


the claims of this object are such that God himself is 
beginning to bring them heme te the consciences 
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of his people. There will be a gathering of hearts 
about it, and a putting forth of hands, which, under 
God, will sustain all the responsibilities of this great 
and heaven-born enterprize. We ask the contribu- 
tions of the benevolent, therefore, with unshaken and 
increasing confidence that they will be granted. 


_—_— —- —__. ___.. 


From the American Tract Magazine. 


USEFULNESS OF TRACTS. 


THE TRACTS ‘PETER AND JOHN HAY,’ ‘ SWEAR- 
ER’S PRAYER,’ AND * PRISONER’S COMPANION.’ 


[From a Lady in Mississippi ] 

Many of your “rracts have gone, with the young 
ladies from our school, into various parts of this 
state and Louisiana. Many more will be distrib- 
uted at the watering places, whither our mana- 
gers have mostly gone. It is interesting and 
sometimes amusing, to see the wonder of the 
poor pine woods people, when we tell them we 
ask nothing for our little books. 

One of our pupils enclosed the narrative of 
Peter and John Hay, by mail, to a young gentle- 
man of amiable character, but unhappily addicted 
to intemperance. He made diligent nquiry who 
his unknown friend conld be, and not being able 
to discover the agent of so desirable a warning, 
became very thoughtful, and has since wholly 
abandoned his dissipated course, to the great joy 
of his young and lovely wife. 

One of our little girls asked me for the Swear- 
er’s Prayer, to send to her father’s overseer ; for 
she said he swore at the negroes, and shocked 
her very much. Her request was complied with ; 
and [T have learned from the father, that the pro- 
fane overseer has entirely abandoned the unprofit- 
able habit, and is now seeking diligently for the 
pearl of great price. 

The Prisoner’s Companion has also, we believe, 
been mide a blessing to a poor slave, who was 
executed for the murder of his overseer. 

I wish very much to obtain some good Tracts 
on the evils of gaming and horseracing, which 
are the predominant vices of the country. 


“ALL THESE FOR TWENTY-FIVE CENTS.” 
[From a Clergyman in Maine. ] 


A pious female member of our Auxiliary Tract 
Society, was visited by the deacon of a neighbor- 
ing church ; and as she had just received her pro- 
portion of Tracts, amounting to nearly 200 pages, 
their conversation turned upon that subject. The 
pious deacon’s curiosity was excited to see these 
little heralds of truth, upon which the woman 
opened the draw of her bureau, the bottom of 
which was almost literally covered with them. 
The deacon, surprised to see how many new 
books she had obtained, said, “ And what did they 
all cost you, Madam?” I gave twenty-five 
cents for them,” she replied, “ and one third of it 
was a donation to the Tract Society.” “ What,” 
said the deacon, “ all these for twenty five cents ?” 
The deacon borrowed a nuwber of the Tracts, and 
read them with great delight, especially the ac- 
count of the Conversion of Mrs. Eleanor Emer- 
son. (No. 133.) “In all my life,” said he, “T 
have never heard or read of a religious experi- 
ence so solemn and striking as that.” Thus use- 
ful and acceptable are your Tracts scattered 
through our villages and towns, though a very 
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small part only of the good they accomplish will 
probably be knoww in this world, 


—S 


ORIGIN OF TRACTS IN THE CITY OF N. YORK 


The following brief account of early Tract opera- 
tions in New York, was communicated by the 
aged and venerable Rev Johu Stanford, who 
has fong been the stated preacher at the Hu 
mane and Crimival Institutions in that city, 
addressed to the Corresponding Sectetary, in 
a letier, dated New-York, Nov. 19, 1827. 


Dear Sir,—Agreeably to your request, I give 
you the following statement of the origin of Tracts 
in this city. In the year 1794, impressed with 
the promising utility of such paper messengers to 
the ignorant and the miserable, I sought the 
Lord, and was assisted to coinpose a Tract of 
eight pages, on The Way of Salvation. I knew 
not then of any Tract Society existing in Ameri- 
ca; nor did I know suck papers had, in any way, 
been distributed in this city by any person. One 
thousaud copies were printed at the joint expense 
of imee private friends and myself, and by us 
distributed gratuitously ; aud not one copy now 
remains. Jt is believed thal the Lord blessed this 
first effort te many! 

Abuut this time, (the exact date I did not re- 
cord,) the Rev. Mr. Peter, of the Moravian church, 
three private friends, and myself, associated our- 
selves for the purpose of forming a Society for 
promoting Christian knowledge and piety among 
the poor and lower elasses, by making and distrib- 
uting Tracts, &c., and it was likewise hoped we 
should be able to procure Testaments for the same 
purpose. The plan was formed; all the then 
ministers in the city, with other pious persons, were 
invited to co Operate ; it promised fair for success ; 
but, in two months, jealousy crept in, and party 
spirit quashed the whole ; aud the Tract and Bi 
ble Society was left to be formed by other hands, 
at a future period, 

During the late war, I published and distribu- 
ted two small Tracts at my own expense. One. 
On Profane Swearing ; the other, On the impor- 
tance of Social Prayer during the calamity of 
War. Both these were afterwards copied in some 


of the public papers, &c. 


On the establishinent of peace, I published a 
Tract on The Lord’s Day. By the pecuniary 
aid of a few friends, five thousand copies of this 
Tract were printed for free distribution. 

I am, dear sir, yours, respectfully, 
Joun Sranrorp. 


USEFULNESS OF THE TRACT ‘ TO-DAY.’ 


{Communicated by a Student in Theology, to the 
American Tract Society, Boston. } 


Spending a few days ina pleasant village in 
Massachusetts, after a season of revival, I was in- 
troduced to a family where there were a number 
of young persons. On conversing with them per- 
sonally, upon the subject of religion, a degree of 
seriousness was manifested, and some of them ac 
knowledged, that, during the revival, they had 
been deeply impressed with a sense of their guilt. 
One of them said, that she had for a long time 
been convinced of sin, but had been putting off 
repentance, till she had, in a great measure, griev- 
ed the Holy Spirit. 
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Immediately after the conversation, a geutle- 
man providentially came in with a small parcel ot 
Religious Tracts. Observing a degree of serious- 
ness in the roon, alter a few general remarks, he 
presented some Tracts to the members of the fam- 
ily ; aud not having heard the previous conversa- 
tion, or known any thing of the particular state of 
mind of any one present, he gave the young lady 
above mentioned the Tract entitled’ To Day. 
She retired and read it The Spirtt of God sent 
home its warnings to her heart. She could no 
longer venture on to-morrow ; but, sensible of her 
guilt, and with a broken heart, she that night, as it 
is believed, cordially embraced Jesus Christ as 
her Saviour. She soon after united with an 
Evangelical Church, of which she is now a wor- 
thy member. 


A JUROR’S FEE. 


Very recently, says a Juror in New-Vork city, 
a person appeared before the Recorder, to obtain 
“the benefit of the Act.” It appeared that he 
had lost his property by gambling. He was op- 
posed, and consequently a jury was called. That 
the wrath of man may praise the Lord in this in- 
stance, as well as others, I send you my fee, to be 
converted into Tracts; and it is my prayer to 
heaven, that their influence may be savingly felt, 
not only within the limits of their present circula- 
tion, but elsewhere, down to the end of time. 


DODDRIDGE’S RISE AND PROGRESS 
PERPETUATED. 


Nicholas Brown, Esq. of Providence, R 1, 
Col. Richurd Varick, and Col. Henry Rutgers, 
of New-York, and Gen. Stephen Van Rensselaer, 
of Albany, have each given the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars to the Arnerican Tract Society, for 
stereotyping and perpetuating this work. It has 
been approved by the Committee, and the stereo- 
typing iscommenced. It will be issued essential- 
ly in the style of the volumes of bound Tracts, and 
will eomprise about 280 pages. 

We connot but be gratified, that four venerated 
fathers in the church, of various religious denomi- 
nations, should thus unite to perpetuate a work 
which has been so much blessed by the attending 
influences of the Holy Spirit, on both sides of the 
Aulantic, and in several different languages inte 
which it has been translated. That the extensive 
circulation of it, by this Society, will be the means 
of bringing many souls to repentance, none can 
reasonably question. It will be sold at cost, and 
will be especially valuable to the numerous fami- 
lies in our country, who are almost entirely des- 
titute of religious reading, particularly at the 
West, and in our own very extensive net settle- 
ments. 

Of this work, one of the respected donors says: 
“ T agree in the estimate of its worth, having read 
it with pleasure, and [hope profit. I enclose $200, 
in part to perpetuate it; and that its publication 
and distribution may be accowpanied by the divine 
blessing, is my prayer.” 

“] pray you,” says another, “to present to the 
Committee my thanks for the expression of their 
desire, that 1 should unite in stereotyping aud per- 
petuating Dr. Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of 
Religion in the Soul. [enclose you a check for 
$200, with my most fervent wishes for the success 
of this important Christian measure.” 
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“The Rise and Progress,” says another, “ may 
be calied » heavenly book, having passed the hands 
of Dr. Doddsiige aud Dr. Watts. 1 will take up- 
on me one-fourth past of the expense of perpetua- 
tingit. Its general diffusion, | trust, will prove a 
blessing to many of the human family, and that foi 
ages to come.” 

The other of these respected friends of the cause, 
has already gratuitously distributed hundreds of 
copies of this work, and has, with great apparent 
pleasure, borne bis share in the expense ot thus 


perpetuating it.—dm. T'r. Mag. for Dee. 


THE BIBLE IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Bible Society of Philadelphia having di- 
rected their Executive Committee to communi- 
cate to the public, such information as the Com 
m itee might think use.tul, relative to the enter- 

rise fur placing a Bible in every family in the 

tate, the Commiutiee have great pleasure in giv- 
jog publicity to the following statement :— 

No opposition whatever has been manifested to 

the undertaking of the Society, to grant a com- 
plete supply of the word of life to the inhabitants 
of Pennsylvania. It bas, on the contrary, met 
with a more general and cordial approbation, than 
even the sanguine hopes of the Committee bad 
veniured to anticipate. Not only has the popular 
sentiment appeared to be in its favor, but men of 
the first respectability end influence, in various 
parts of the State, have givea it their ready coun- 
tenance, and shown a real sohcitude to carry it 
into complete effect. His Excellency the Gov 
ernor of the State, in particular, bas taken an in- 
terest in this coacern, and used a personal agency 
to render it suc cessful, which the Committee have 
witnessed with the most lively pleasure. The ec- 
clesistical judicature of several religious denom 
ijnations, have determined to aid and promote the 
design of the Sowety, with a unanimity and zeal 
of the wost gratifying and encouraging kind. 
The Bible Societies in the town of Pittsburg, have 
united, and formed an association, which has made 
itself responsible for the complete supply of six- 
teen counties, in the most westerly section of the 
Siate. Associations in other places have become 
responsible, some for single counties, and others 
for two, three, and four, in connection, so that the 
Committee are able to state, that out of 51 coun- 
ties, of which the State consists, they have receiv- 
ed, from 34, the most gratifying intimations of 
provision being made to supply all the families 
which they comprehend, with the volume of inspi- 
rauon. There are also three other counties, in 
which it +s known to the Committee that such 
teasures are in train, as will insure their respon- 
sibility for supplying the families, within their 
bounds respectively. Of course, there are but 14 
counties in the whole State, in which measures 
have vot already been taken for supplying the 
destitute ; and in vone of these, it is believed, is 
any thing wasting but a little time, and the pres 
ence of some inteliigent and active agents, to ren- 
der them as co:dially co operative as the rest. 

On the whole, when the committee consider 
thar it was only on the 22d of Seprember last, that 
the address wag published, and that they already 
seen 37 counties of the State, the best measures 
ip train, to supply a Bible to every family that 
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also khow as they do, that liberal collections 
have already been made in Philadephia for -the 
purchase of Bibles, and that they have the pros- 
pect (of which they at one time despaired) of be- 
ing able to furnish copies as speedily as they may 
be wanted—surprise and gratitude fill their minds, 
A success is witnessed in the hallowed undertak- 
ing of the Society, unexpected, and perhaps unex- 
ampled—a success which we hope will encourage 
similar attempts in other States of the Arnerican 
Union ;—for this success bas been obtained with- 
out claim to other merit on the part of the com- 
mittee, than a diligent attention to the object of 
their appointment :and of which the whole praise 
is due to Him who has the hearts of all men in 
his hands, and who has manifestly smiled on an 
effort to put the blessed revelation of his holy will 
into the hands of those who have hitherto been 
living im ignorance of its reforming and soul-sav- 
ing truths. 
Signed, in behalf of the Committee, by 
ASHBEL GREEN, Chairman. 
Jackson Kemrer, Secretary. 


MR. NETTLETON’S LETTER. 


The following letter published in the last N. ¥. Ob- 
server, was written last January, and addressed to the 
Rev. Mr. Aikin of Utica. 





Albany, Jan. 13, 1827. 

My Dear Brotrner,—Would that I had time 
and strength to give you particulars on the state of 
religion in this region and elsewhere. In Albany 
itis interesting. But I have great fears that the 
disposition of some zealous Christians round about 
us, to proclaim it abroad, and to run before their 
own hearts and the real state of things, will run it 
out into noise. [have already felt the evil. I fina 
that many are disposed to niake ten times as much 
of the satne state of things as I have been in the 
habit of doing, thongh they know but a small part 
of what | have seen in this place. I have met a 
number of circles of different kinds. Some are 
rejoicing in hope, and a number anxious for their 
souls, Various reports have gone ont concerning 
a Revival i» Albany, which have done us much 
mischief, If they would let us alone, I should ex- 
pect a great work in this city. But among so 
much noise and bluster of Christians, it promises 
fair to end in smoke. But after all, the good peo- 
ple here are astonished at our stillness. My opin- 
ion is, that bad they been ten times as still, they 
would already have witnessed ten times as much. 
Seven years ago, about two thousand souls were 
hopefully born into the kingdom, in this vicinity, 
in our own denomination, with comparative still- 
ness, But the times have altered. The kingdom 
of God now cometh with great observation. Op- 
position from the world is always to be expected, 
It is idle for any minister to expect a revival with- 
out it. Bot when it enters the church of God, the 
friends of Zion cannot but take the alarm. 

There is doubtless a work of grace in 'T'roy.— 
Many sinners have hopefully been born into the 
kingdom; but it has been at an awful expense. 
Many of our first ministers have visited the place, 
to witness for themselves. Such men as Dr. Grif. 
fin, Dr. Porter of Catskill, Dr. Nott, Mr. Tuck- 
er, Mr. Cornelius, and many more. Some of them 
have heard a number of sermons. After giving 





will receive it, within their respective bounds ; and 


credit for preaching much truth, they uniformly 
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say, “I never heard the names of God used with 
such irreverence.” Dr. Griffin gave me a number 
of specimens. I do not wish to retail them. The 
charch in Troy is greatly divided. Some have 
taken a dismission; others are consulting neigh 
boring ministers about the path of duty ; and oth. 
ers are beginning to attend worship by themselves. 
In Lansinburgh, two of Mr. Finney’s friends have 
established opposition meetings. 

But the worst is not told. The spirit of denun 
ciation which has grown out of the mode of con. 
ducting the revivals at the west, is truly alarming. 
We do pot call in question che genvineness of that 
revival, or the purity of the motives of those Wio 
have been the most active in it. You, doubtless, 
are reaping and rejoicing in their happy frants. 
But the evils to which T allude, are felt by the 
churches abroad ; members of which have gone 
out to catch the spirit, and have returned, some 
grieved, others soured, and denouncing ministers, 
colleges, Theologieal Semiaries, and have set 
whole churches by the ears, and kept them in tur 
moil for months together. Some students in di 
vinity have done more mischief in this way than 
they can ever repair. I could mention names bur 
for exposing them. Some ministers and profes. 
sors of religion have been to Troy, from the sur- 
rounding region, on purpose to catch the flame, 
and have returned home, saying, “ We do not 
want such a revival as they have in Troy.” 

I went down to H a short time since, and 
spent a Sabbath; and there met seven or eight 
ministers from various parts, And you would be 
perfectly astonished to hear them tell the troubles 
which have been introduced into their churches 
from the Western revivals. The church in H 
has been in a complete turmoil, all summer long, 
occasioned by a student in divinity, who had heard 
Mr. Finney. (A.) He commenced operations to 
have a revival on the new plan. He found faul: 
with every thing the settled minister was doing, 
and raised an angry dispute about females pray- 
ing in promiscuous assemblies. He went about 
trying to raise a party to “break down the Pas 
tor,” as he called it. [ cannot be particular,—on- 
ly, before he came to the place, there was some at- 
tention, and a few conversions. But a desperate 
attempt to introduce the practice of females pray- 
ing with males, raised an angry dispute which las- 
ted all summer. And they hada revival of anger 
in the church, but no more conversions. ‘This ac 
count I had from the lips of the minister of the 
place, his wife, and session. ‘That you may an- 
derstand my meaning, [ have given this, only asa 
specimen. 

The evil is running in all direction. A number 
of churches have experienced a revival of anger, 
wrath, malice, envy, and evil-speaking, without 
the knowledge of a single conversion, —merely in 
consequence of a desperate attempt tu introduce 
these new measures. ‘Those ministers and Chris- 
tians who have heretofore been most and longest 
acquainted with revivals, are mast alarmed at the 
spirit which has grown out of the revivals of the 
West. This spirit has no doubt, greatly deteriora- 
ted by transportation. As we now have it, the 
great contest is among professors of religion—a 


(A.) He had been in the Western revivals and 
adopted the new measures. Some say that he had 
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civil war in Zion —a domestic broil in the house- 
hold of faith. The frends of Brother Finney are 
certainly doing bin and the cause of Christ great 
mischief Puev seem more anxious to convert 
ministers and Christians to their peculiarities, than 
to convert souls to Christ. 

Ic is just such a contest, as T have sometimes seen 
in its incipient stages in N. England, between some 
young revival ministers on the one side, and whole 
associations of ministers on the other. The young 
revival ministers, wishing to extend the work tnto 
all the charches, in their zeal would enter the limivs 
of sertled Pastors and commence their operations, 
and plead my own example for all their move- 
ments; and so the war would begin, And al! 
those ministers who would not yield the reins, and 
sanction their imprudences, would be sure to be 
proclaimed as enemies to revivals. Being thus de- 
feated, these young ministers would come to ine 
to make their complaints, and to work on my mind 
the conviction that all those ministers were ene- 
mies to myself; whereas the whole evil lvy in the 
violation of all the rules of ministerial order, and 
Christian meekness, or in the inexperience, igno- 
rance and imprudence, of these young ministers, 
I am sorry to speak thus of iny best friends ; but it 
is due to my brethren to say, that those very min- 
isters, who had been thus slandered by my young 
brethren, have since come to me with tears, urging 
me to visit their flocks. There is not one of them 
but would bid me a welcome, and would rejoice 
ina revival; but they would not invite these young 
ministers to praach for them who had been so rash 
in their proceedings, and guilty of slandering theuas 
as stupid, and dead, and enemies of revivals. In 
this manner, some of the most promising young 
revival ministers have run themselves out, and lost 
the confidence of settled Pastors and Christians 
in general, 

The spirit of denunciation which has grown out 
of those Western revivals, seems to be owing to 
the imnplieit confidence which has been placed in 
the proceedings of just such young ministers as 
leaders, They dared not attempt to correct any 
of their irregularities, for fear of doing mischief, 
or of being denounced as enemies to revivals. 
This [ know to be the fact, Brother Finney him- 
self, has been scarcely three years in the ministry, 
and has had no time to look at conseqtences, He 
has gone with all the zeal of a young convert, 
without a friend to check or guide him = AndTf 
have no doubt that he begins with astonishment to 
look at the evils which are running before hin, 
The account which his particular friends give of 
his proceedings, is in substance, as follows: He 
has got ministers to agree with him only by 
“ crashing” or “breaking them down.” (B.) And 
the method by which he does it, is, by creating a 
necessity, by getting a few individuals in a church 
to join him, and then all those who will not go all 
lengths with him are denounced as enemies to re 
vivals ; and rather than have such a bad name, one 


(B.) The phrases, “ blistered.”’ and “ skinned,”’ and 
“ broken down,” and “ crushed,” were coined and 
are current only among the friends of the new meas- 
ures. This language | took from their own lips, and 
was careful to give credit by inverted commas. And 
yet when the above was read in the Oneida Presbyte 
ry the language sounded so harsh when used by oth. 
ers, that one of these very men remarked that © the 





not then heard Mr. F. Of this circumstance | was 
not informed until after this letter was written. 


man who wrote it was instigated bv the devil.”’ 
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and another falls in to defend him: And then 
they proclaim what ministers, elders, and men 
of influence have been “ crushed” or “ broken 
down.” This moral influence being increased, 
others are denounced, in a similar manner, as 
standing out, and leading sinners to hell. And to 
get rid of the noise, and save himself, another will 
“break down.” And so they wax hotter and hot- 
ter, until the church is fairly split in twain. And 
now as for those elders and Christians, who have 
thus been converted to these measures ; some of 
them are sending out private word to their Chris 

tian friends abroad, as follows: “I have been 
fairly skinned by the denunciations of these men, 
and have ceased to oppose them, to get rid of 
their noise. But I warn you not to introduce 
this spirit into your church and society.” And so 
Brother Finney’s supposed friends, men of influ. 
ence, are sending out word to warn others to be 

ware of the evils which they have experienced. 
I heartily pity Brother Finney ; for I believe him 
to be a good man, and wishing to do good. But 
ne body dares tel! him that a train of causes is set 
in operation, and urged on by his own friends, 
which is likely to ruin his usefulness. 

I have become acquainted with some of the 
young preachers who profess to have taken their 
stamp from Brother Finney. I do not believe 
that there is much in them of the original. I 
ain sorry to say, that the spirit which they manifest, 
and unwittingly diffuse, appears to me to resemble 
any thing rather than the “ wisdom which is 
from above,” or the “ fruits of the Spirit.” The 
minister who should exhort Christians in the fol- 
lowing strain: “ Put on, therefore, as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, hombleness of mind, meekness,; long- 
suffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another.” [ fear would be denounced as be 
ing far, “very far behind the spirit of the times.” 
They do cultivate and awaken in others, what 
very much resembles the passion of anger, wrath, 
malice, envy, and evil-speaking. This is the in- 
evitable consequence of their style of preaching. 
As Dr. Griffin observed, “ It sounds like the ac- 
credited language of profanity,” or as a pious 
woman of color in Troy expressed it, “I do 
wonder what has got into all the ministers to 
swear 60 in the pulpit.” 

There is not a minister of my acquaintance, 
who has visited Troy, and heard a number of 
sermons, but is alarmed on this subject. I have 
noticed, that the most pious and devoted Chris- 
tians, from the revivals where J have been, are 
the last to fellowship these men and their meas 
ures: and that those professors, whose piety has 
heretofore been considered the most superficial 
or doubtful are the first to fall in with both.— 
(C.) I except a few pious persons, who have 
never witnessed a revival in any form, and are 
anxious for one. And the reason to my mind is 
perfectly obvious: It requires nothing but zeal 
without knowledge. 

Whoever has made himself acquainted with the 
state of things in New-England, near the close of 
the revival in the days of Whitefield and Ed- 
wards, cannot but weep over its likeness to the 
present. It is affecting, that ihe warm friends of 


(C.) This fact, so novel and mysterious to many, is 
easily explained. It is a practical comment on the 


principle advocated in Mr. Finney's printed sermon. 
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Zion should unwittingly betray her best interests. 
But so was itthen. The young itinerants. in their 
zeal to extend the work, began !o denounce all 
those settled ministers wh» would not g» all 
lengths with them. And then those members of 
churches who loved their pastors would assem- 
ble around to defend them; while those who fa- 
vored the itinerants asseinbled around the nw. and 

imbibing their spirit, of course lost all confidence 
in a settled ministry: And so the churches were 
split in twain. The Spirit of God took ts fliz it, 

and darkness and disorder reigned for half # cen- 

tury. And those preachers who had taken the 
lead, having cultivated such a spirit, began to fell 

into awful darkness themselves, when thev saw 

the ruin that followed thew labors. Some of 
thei made and published their recantations to the 

world, which are now extant. Burt it was too late. 

A retribution followed. Some few of the young 

converts were called to order by David Brainard, 

who passed through Connecticut at that time. 

But after their recantations these leaders were 

generally denounced by their own followers, — 
Could Whitefield, and Edwards, and Brainard, 

and Davenport, now arise from the dead, [ have 

no donbt they would exclaim, “ young men, be- 
ware! heware !” 

In the remarks which I have made, vou will un- 
derstand me. T separate between the efficacy of 
the measures adopted in the Western revivals, and 
the evils which have grown out of those measures. 
Of the former, I have no doubt. (D.) But the lat- 
ter are certainly calamitous, bevond every thing I 
ever witnessed. Some of the subjets of these re- 
vivals, and others who have been present in them, 
are scattered over the country, far from those 
scenes of operation. The tidings of the means 
used are told by those whe have never witnessed 
a revival in any other form Now, these means 
are very simple, and just such as every body can 
use, male and female. Who cannot call his min- 
ister stupid and dead, and pray for him by name 
assneh? And if he gets mad, and all the church 
too, no matter for that: “the more opposition the 
better.” This is certainly a way to have a revival, 
for itis Mr. Finnev’s method: And he has the 
sanction of such men as Mess. Lansing and Aikin, 
and others. “They did not believe in such meas- 
ures at first; bot they have been broken down.” 

In this way some of our best ministers are slan- 
dered. the churches divided, and the efficacy of 
the regular services of the settled aninistry destroy- 
ed. Overlooking the fact that the very means 
employed with wonderfal success in the midst of 
a powerful revival, are generally the very worst 
when carried out of the field of such an excite- 
ment, some students in divinity, and others, in 
their attempts to imitate Brother Finney, have re- 
minded us of the conduct and success of the seven 
sons of Sceva, who undertook to imitate Paul, in 
Acts xix. 

The practice of females praying in promiscuous 
assemblies is considered as absolutely indispensa- 
ble, so that nothing can possibly be done without 


(D.) These revivals would doubtless have been 
equal, or even far greater, without the new measures. 
This I know to be the opinion of those ministers at 
the West whose age and experience ought to qualify 
them to be the most competent judges. An attempt 
to introduce these measures in many places, bas man- 
ifestly been followed with a blight. 
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I am sorry to say that some young men have } 
been considered as acting “ amorously foolish” © 
this subject. The practice itsell is very takin, 
with some real Christians, no doubt; but still trom 
so with the hypocritical and disorganizing pari of 
society. Ministers have been told by such persons 
that they were luo prot, to permit femaies to 
pray before them; that they never could have a 
revival until they were willing to come down to 
that practice. Some of my brethren have been 
absolutely insulted by females on this subject. 
Thus many ministers ard churches are tormented, 
and the spirit of ‘a revival utterly destroyed in 
some places, and prevented in others. If our 
brethren at the West knew the evils that are felt 
by settled minisiers abroad, 1 know they could 
not but weep over them. In the language of Dr. 
Griffin, * It is complete radicalism.” The means 
which it is said have been so successful at the 
West, have been so caricatured by the ignobile 
vulgus in religion, ranning before Brother Finney 
into every city and town, far and near, that I am 
sure he must labor under prodigious disadvantage 
in all these places, without shifting the entire 
mode of his attack. ‘The consciences of the wick- 
ed have become more callous than ever. Their 
language is, “I want no such religion.” The 
hearts of our best ministers and Chris ians gener 
ally, are grieved and exceedingly alarmed on this 
subject. [t is owing entirely to the disorganizing 
spirit which has already been introduced into then 
churches, that ministers in general, so far as | am 
acquainted, are afraid to invite Brother Finney, 
or any who adopt his peculiarities, to preach for 
them. Some of Brother Finney’s younger breth 
ren and friends may attempt to work on his mind 
the conviction that most of our ministers and, 
churches are enemies to revivals, and unfriendiy 
to himself. I feel it my duty to speak in their be 
half. I know it to be a mistake. The bes: 
friends of revivals, as they have heretofore wit 
nessed them, are certainly the most afraid to in 
vite him into their churches, and are the most 
alarmed at the evils that are rising. Aud, I must 
say, that his friends are certainly laboring to in- 
troduce those very measures, which I have ever 
regarded as ultimately working ruin to ou 
churches; and against which I have always 
guarded as ruinous to the character of revivals, 
as well as to my own usefulness. 

For example ; whoever introduces the practice 
of females praying in promiscuous assemblies, let 
the practice once become general, will ere long 
lind, to his sorrow, that he has made an iulet to 
other denominations, and entailed an everlasting 
quarrel on those churches generally. If settled 
Pastors choose to do it, on their own responsibility, 
so be it. For one, I dare not assume so great a 
responsibility. In this way churches were once 
laid waste. And it is by keeping out and careful 
ly avoiding every thing of this kind, that some vi 
them have again been built, others kept orderly, 
aud the character of revivals, for thirty years past. 
has been guaided. If the evil be not soon pre- 
vented, a generation will arise inheriting all the 
obliquities of their leaders, not knowing that a re- 
vival ever did or can exist, without all these evils. 
And these evils are destined to be propagated 
from generation to generation, Waxing worse and 
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LETTERS FROM GREECE. 


Below are extracts from a couple of letters recent- 
ly received from our ingenuous and enthusiastic coun- 
tryman, Mr. Miller. We have inserted letters before, 
received since his arrival in Greece, in charge of the 
vessel of provisions—the following contain a further 
detail of their, distribution, and the good they are ef- 
fecting. They bear witness too, of a continuation of 
suffering and wo, which calls for the continuance of 
our charities, aud upbraids us for having done so lit- 


tle. 

Transmitted by Preserved Fish, Fsq. one of the 
Executive Committee, now in England, to whom they 
were addressed by Mr. Miller. 


Istanp Or Poros, June 9th, 1827. 


God of Mercy! what were my feelings, when ! 
saw seven women and three children, who bad just 
escaped from the Turks, arrived at this place, 

“Oh! Mercy, dispel 

Yon sight, that it freezes my spirit to tell.” 

The children were entirely, naked and the women 
but a little better off; one of them had three wounds 
in the arm which she had received from an Arab, 
her brutal ravisher. I immediately cloathed them 
from the charitable donations of the ladies from New 
Haven. Lord Cochrane has lately taken a Turkish 
brig of twelve guns ; the Turks made no resistance, 
and were all treated extremly well. | wish it were in 
my power to give you encouragement respecting the 
liberty of Greece, but without foreign interference, 
she must fall, and in such a manver as will even as- 
tonish the ears of our savages, when they hear the 
tale told. Perplexity, anxiety fatigue and danger 
are what all are more or less exposed to in this coun- 
try under its existing circumstances. 


To the Executive Greek Committee in New- York. 


Gentlemen,—I wrote you under the date of the 31st 
of May, which letter I forwarded by the Chancellor. 
Since that time | have been obliged to make a journey 
to Napoli di Romania, forthe purpose of assisting Dr. 
Howe in settling some difficulty, which arose between 
him and the chiefs, respecting the distribution of the 
provisions at that place. The affair was amicably 
settled, however before my arrival, by the exertions 
of Capt. Patterson, of U. 5. Navy, to whom I am 
under many obligations forthe repeated favours that 
he has shown me since my arriva! in this country.— 
The distribution at Napoli is neatly finished, but as 
it has been managed altogether under the directien 
of Dr.Howe, who will give me a detailed account of 
all his proceediogs, | shall defer the particulars of the 
distribution at that place anti! another opportunity oc- 
curs of writing. I have distributed all the ready made 
clothes from the boxes, sent from Orange, New Jer- 
sey, to beings all but naked. Many a time, when a 
daughter of the mountains has presented herself for 
charity, modesty has prevented me from looking at 
her, while she, trembling like a forest leaf, gathered 
her rags aronnd her in order to hide her nakedness. 
| have distributed ninety five barrels of Indian meal 
here, and have now catalogues of more than a thou- 
sand families of widows and orphans to whom I 
shall distribote flour in a few days. The largest 
Turksh fleet that has ever been employed against 
Greece is nearly ready to sail from Alexandria. My 
hope for her salvation rests only inthe confidence [ 
have in the God of battles. I might write a volume 





worse. 
( To be concluded.) 


of my own troubles and difficulties, but they look so 











460 


small in the midst of a nation on the point of being 


sacrificed, that I will mention none of them. Wish- 
ing you, gentlemen, health and prosperity I remain 
your humble and obedient servant, 
J. P. MILLER, 
Agent for G. Ex. Com. in N. York. 
Island of Poros, June 13, 2827. 


What has become of the ingenuous murmur of sym- 
pathy for the naked and defenceless victims of war, 
which a little while since ran through our land ? Why 
are the exertions of benevolence, that were feeble at 
best, compared to the object to be accomplished, suf- 
fered to relax altogether? Not, as may be seen a- 
bove, because the naked are all clothed and fed, or 
the homeless restored to their hearths. The horrors 
of a desolating, a Turkish war, do not ebb and flow 
with our generosity, nor grow weary like our sympa- 
thies. The affairs of Greece are, it is true, putting on 
a brighter aspect since the interference of the Euro- 
pean powers in her behalf; but their aid will not, for 
n long time to come, reach the sufferings of those who 
call for the charities of Christians. Indeed, the im- 
mediate effect, it is said, of this political succor, will 
be to exasperate the enemy, and increase individual 
cruelty, and misery. 

We hear, after long intervals of a year or six 
months, that this war of murders, which has not its 
parallel in the annals of man, is still going on—nay, 
new details of violence and brutality at which human- 
ity sickens, and our blood boils with impatience. And 
to what effect ?—our slumbers are as sweet after it as 
if the world were all like our homes of peace and 
plenty. Could any reflections which we can provoke, 
induce our fellow citizens and countrymen to act, as 
well as feel, we can direct them to a ‘promise from 
heaven that they shall find their reward. 

The Greek Committee of New-York, by Stephen 
Allen, Esq. their Chairman, still receive all remittan- 
ces of money or goods. 





The amount of Donations tothe American Board 
from Oct. 21, to Nov. 20th, is $9,230,54; of which 
$6,376,44 was received from Auxiliary Societies. — 
To the Permanent Fund was added $300. 





TRACT ON SPIRITUAL DECLENSION. 


The following remarks in the last number of the 
American Tract Magazine, are accompanied by a 
little cut, representing, in a very impressive manner, 
the Christian asleep at his ease. At his head stands a 
heavenly messenger, touching him gently with one 
hand, saying, “‘ Awake, thou thal sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” ‘The 
other pointing to the figure of Death, who stands with 
his bow drawn, presenting the fatal shaft at his heart. 


Many a professor of religion, there is reason to 
fear, is slumbering away all his opportunities of use- 
fulness, and preparation for heaven, and growth in 
grace, unalarmed and unmoved, while death may be 
aiready aiming the fatal shaft, and the angel of mer- 
f is still whispering, ‘‘ Awake, awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ ahall 
give thee light.” Thou sayest, “1 am rich, and in- 
creaged in goods, and have need of nothing, and 
knoyest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, 


Tract on Spiritual Declension. 
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and poor, and blind, and naked.” Awake, awake to 
thy danger and thy duty, lest “ sudden destruction 
come upon thee,” and there be none to deliver. 

Such was the condition of Miss ,of G . 
when the Tract, On Spiritual Declension, (No. 66,) 
was placed in her hand. She was indeed a member 
of the visible church—she had vowed to be wholly 
the Lord’s, but she felt that she bad already sufficient- 
ly ‘‘attained ;” that there was in her heart, by nalure, 
a principle of good, which, duly cultivated, would 
carry her to heaven; and as to the spiritual welfare 
of others, she, as a matter of course, felt very little 
coneern. She did not believe in those gloomy rep- 
resentations of the depravity of man which many 
seemed disposed to make, or recognise the necessity 
of that change of heart which many professed to have 
experienced. . 

This Tract, by the blessing of God tore away 
from her her refuges of lies. She found in herself 
that “ want of spirituality,” and “ zeal for the cause 
of religion and the glory of God;” and that “ formal- 
itv,” and “ conformity to the world,” and “ spiritual 
pride,’ which the Tract described as sure symptoms 
of Spiritual Declension. And she bad almost wholly 
“neglected the word of God,” and “secret prayer, 
and self-examination,” the very points which the 
Tract mentions as prominent causes of such awful de- 
partore from God. The Holy Spirit accompanied 
the faithful page. Her eyes were opened. Her 
heart, through the power of the Holy Spirit, was re- 
newed. She found Christ to be precious She sow 
loves the Bible, and the faithful preaching of the Gos- 
pel, and the social praver-meeting ; earnestly desires 
the salvation of the impenitent, even of the perishing 
heathen: is active in those labors of Christian love 
and meekness which so adorn the female character, 
and often, as if in remembrance of God’s mercy to 
her, is seen carrying the Tract On Spiritual Decien- 
sion, in her bssom. 








Sabbath Schools in Newark, N. J.—In the 
Baptist and Methodist churches there are flonrish- 
ing schools. Iv each of the three Presbyterian 
churches there are more than three hundred. — 
The pumber of scholars enrolled in all these 
schools will not fall short of twelve hundred. The 
improved system of instruction has been adopted, 
and the superintendents and teachers seem very 
anxious to teach the scholars the meaning of the 
word of God.—S. S. Jour. 








The American Society for the promotion of 
Temperance held its first anuual meeting ia the 
Rev. Dr. Beecher’s church in this city, on Wed- 
nesday evening, the 14th alt. Rev. Professor 
Woods of Andover presided at the meeting, which 
was opened by Rev. Mr. Edwards with prayer. 
A report drawn up by Rev. Mr, Hewitt, at the 
request of the Executive committee, was read and 
accepted. Dr. Enoch Hale, Mr. Hewitt and Mr. 
Edwards addressed the meetings The funds of 
this Society now amounts to early fourteen thou- 
sand dollars. We hope the Society will soon 
be enabled to attain its favorite object,—that of 
employing an agent, permanently, in further- 
ing its plans of benevolence.— Philanthropist. 


LITERARY GENEROSITY. 





The Providence American relates an account 
of a gentleman known only by the designation of 
A. B. who had volunteered and actually render- 
ed his services, in three different towns in Rhode- 
Island, as a teacher of a school for several months 
in each, free of any expense ; and when his board 
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was offered to be paid, he declined the offer. Af 
ter finishing his services in one town, he left 46 
dollars with a qualified female, who had attended 
his school, that she might coutinue the school in 
the summer mooths. He still remains, “ The uo 
known Treacher.” Under date of Oct. 18, in the 
Newport Mercury, he gain offers to teach a 
schoo! in Coventry, R. 1. and has probably com- 
menced. 


4 


Revivals of Meligion. 


A 








REVIVAL IN LOWELL, MASS. 


The work of grace described in the following ex- 
tracts from a letter to a friend, published in the Bos- 
ton Recorder is truly interesting and remarkable. 

Lowell, Nov. 1827. 


My Dear Fatenp,—Your kind enquiries res- 
pecting my people deserved an earlier answer than 
this, and one more minute and full than I ain vow 
at leisure to give. «© «© «+ «+ 

Iam not prepared to give, as you request, a 
Its growth has been very 
rapid. Lowell, a few years ago, was a barren des- 
olate nook of sand and tocks in the northeastern 
corner of Chelmsford at the junction of Concord 
and Merrimack rivers. The establishment was 
projected in 1821; the first factory was put in op- 
eration early io the autumn of 1823 ; and the pop 
ulation increasing at the rate of 1000 a year, is 
now estimated at 5000. I can fix no limits to its 
future growth. ‘The water-power is almost unlim- 
ited; the place will probably furnish sites for 100 
factories ; and I see nothing therefore to prevent 
its becoming ere long the Manchester of Ameri- 
OB.. so 2 ec » 

I feel very reluctant, if not incompetent, to de- 
scribe the early state of religion here. I leave you 
to conceive it for yourself. Imagine nearly 1000 
workmen thrown together from various parts of the 
land, with an endless diversity of religious views, 
and left for vears without any special means of 
grace, and you will form a pretty just idea of the 
hot bed in which the germ of our character was 
planted. The companies, expending for the Epis. 
copal church $15,000, procuring for it an excel- 
lent minister, and requiring for the support of reli- 
gious worship a yearly tax of $1 50 of every per- 
son in their employ, did far more than could have 
been expected to promote the moral interests of 
the village, But the great mass of the people, un- 
accustomed to episcopal forms of worship, still re- 
mained without the ordinances of the gospel. 

Christians mourned; but, strangers to each 
other, they were doomed for a time to mourn in 
solitude. At length, however, a few kindied spir- 
its met to mingle their sympathies, and their pray. 
ers. A small number, now members of my church, 
began early in 1826 to hold a weekly religious 
meeting, and agreed to unite once a week in se- 
cret prayer for the special effusions of the Holy 
Spirit. Their prayers were heard. The Spirit 
began in a few weeks to descend like a gentle 
dew ; a weekly meeting for inquirers after salva- 
t10N Was s00n commenced; and so steady ever 
since, has been the progress of this revival, that 
th.se. meetings for prayer and religious mquiry 
have been continued to the present tine. Though 
conducted for more than a year by private Chirris- 
tians alone, they were the means of bopeful con- 
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version to many who are now “ burning and shl- 
ning lights” among us 

Our church was organized with 50 members in 
June, 1826. But for six monts they had no place 
of worship. About the Ist of December, they pro- 
cured a school-house for temporary convemence, 
aud engaged the able and faithful services of Pro- 
fessor Howe. But in February he was obliged to 
leave them, and enter upon bis professorship in 
Dartmouth College. 

[ found the church quite disheartened by his de- 
parture. They were driven to their last refuge ; 
they resorted in humble earnest prayer to God; 
and soon his Spirit descended with s> much pow- 
er, that in a few weeks the number of attendants 
at the inquiry meeting increased from four or five 
to more than sixty. It was a soli, small, but heart- 
stirring voice. It pervaded the whole conugrega- 
tion, and soun passed from the sanetnary to the 
boarding house and factory room, Ofien was I 
obliged, even at an evening lecture, to force my 
way to the pulpit through a crowd of females 
standing even ov the stairs. "The house of a deac- 
on in my church was thronged every evening with 
those who were deeply solicitous to know what they 
must do to be saved. Seasons of family: prayer, 
held without any special notice at the boarding- 
houses, were often attended by more than 50 eag- 
er and weeping listeners. In some families, 15 
or 20 were hopetully converted in a few weeks, 
and nearly ali in one factory room where between 
20 and 30 females were employed. I mig)it easi- 
ly extend this list of particulars ; but however in- 
teresting to ourselves, they might tire the patience 
of a stranger. 

The revival has been very steady in ils progress. 
it has held on “ the even tenor of its way” through 
1 thousand obstacles, all apparently insurmounta- 
ble, and continued for nearly live years with a pow- 
er almost constantly increasing. Li still lives 5 and 
never perhaps was the pulse of piety in my church 
more healthful an! vigorous than Ht is now. Some 
of our recent inquiry-meetings have been nearly 
as full, and quite as interesting as any that we have 
ever witnessed bere. 

I am unable to estimate very exactly the fruits 
of this revival. Some have made a profession of 
their faith in their native places ; others were un- 
able to fiud a seat in the school-bouse where we 
were pent up for twelve mouths; but our charch 
has nevertheless been increased in little more than 
a year from 50 to more than 250. Tu less than six 
mouths we have received about 160, At our last 
communion we admitted 51. More than 50 hope- 
ful converts sull remaim, and the number of anx- 
ious inquiries may vary from 401070. The whole 
gumber of those iv our society alone who hope 
they have “passed from death unto life” since the 
commencement of this revival, cannot be estuma- 
ied at less than 290. 

Even these are not all. Other churches have 
shared largely in this © refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord.” The Baptists, who had preach- 
ing a yeer before my people, organized in Feb, 
1826, a church of 28 members, which has since 
heew increased to more than 120. Tne Moetho- 
dists have also a flourishing church of 80 o 99 
members under the pastoral care of a faitiitul resi. 
dent preacher. 

We have often paused iv g:aieful wonder at the 
long and steady continuance of this revival. Our 
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friends abroad cannot conceive one half of the dif- 
ficulties through which it has been carried by an 
Aimighty hand. For months afier its commence- 
Ment there was no church, and for nearly a year 
no preacher, and no place of worship. The early 
eharacter of the place appeared to oppose an in- 
surmountable barrier, The very name of a revi- 
val excited suspicion; the men generally stood 
aloof, and the great mass of the peuple confined 
by their employment from day-light tll nearly 
eight o’clock in the evening, seemed almost inac 

cessible to personal influence. Obliged to be at 
A through the week, I was able for months 
to labor here ouly on the Sabbath. The revival 
has had to pass thrcugh all the distractions that 
usually attend the preaching of a candidate, the 
seiilement of a pastor, and the erection of a meet- 
ing-house. linbedded among sectariaus, the Loid 
has made not only our brethren of a different 
name, but even our expecied enemies to be at 
peace with us. Peace, indeed, is too faint aterm ; 
for they have unexpectedly been very kind and 
accommodating (o us. 

You wish to learn the characteristics of this re 
vival. The population of our village is such a 
chaos of moral elements, all so young, so excita- 
ble, and possessing characiers so widely diversifi- 
ed, that I wonder not at your solicitude respecting 
the genuineness of this work of grace. lam hap- 
py however, in being able to assure you, that my 
own fears, at first most painfully alive, were never 
more agreeably disappointed. | I never saw im any 
revival stronger marks of genuineness. No noise; 
no enthusiasin ; no feverish excitement of the pas- 
sions ; no derangement of ordinary business ; few 
bursts of animal feeling from anxious inquirers, 
and still fewer transports among Converts at the 
time of their hopeful conversion. The power of 
this revival has been but little known beyond the 
heart of its subjects; and so silent bas been its 
progress that many even in Lowell would now be 
surprised to learn its extent, and present prospects. 
No instance of hopeless apostacy has come to my 
knowledge, and but very few comparatively of 
persons once seriously unpressed have lost their 
religious impressions. The humbie giowing pie 
ty of the converts has taught me many a delight- 
ful lesson ; and when I see my whole church ap- 
parenily increasing in graces even faster thau tn 
numbers, I thank God, and take courage. 

Every thing here is yet in its infancy ; but we 
are encouraged by our prospects. My church o! 
ten reminds me of those better days, when “ the 
disciples were of one heart and one mind,” when 
they remained “ steadfastly in the apostle’s doc- 
trine and fellowship” and “ all continued with one 
accord in prayer aod supplication with the 
women.” They are truly a brotherhood of kin- 
dre. and cemented hearts. To their growing pi- 
ety, then fervent prayers, and steady untiring Zeal, 
as the principal cause under God, | must attribute 
the power and long continuance of this revival. 
Tiey have sso learned to do good. A Female 
Tract Socie y. formed about two months ago, has 
already increased to nearly 300 membeis, aad 
dove more than ever had been done before to pro- 
mote the circulation aud reading of tacts. The 
ladies have within a few months established four 
Ciiaritable Societies, and during the year have giv- 
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| about $1700. Several have given each $100 from 
them small weekly earnings, . 2. . ., 

I would giauly allude, in compliance with your 
request, to some of the special means that have 
been used to promote a revival so long continued 
and so steadily increasing. But I have alreaiy 
lingered tou long on this theine so delightful to my 
own heart. [ can never sufficiently adore the 
goodness of God to me and my dear people. It 
's a blessed privilege to “ spend and be spent” in 
the service of such a Master, and for the good of 
sucha people. . . . . Letus have your pray- 
ers, while yourself and your people are affection- 
ately remembered by 

Yours in the best of bonds, 
Geo. C. Beckwith. 


REVIVALS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
From the Report of the Piscataqua Association: 


DURHAM. 


The revival in Durham commenced during the 
meeting of the General Association in that place 
last year. Many of the ministers on leaving the 
place expressed their confident expectation of a 
revival in Durham. Some of them mentioned 
it to the pastor, and named to him individu- 
als in the house where they had been entertaied, 
whom they knew to feel deeply on the subject of 
experimental religion, some of whom appeared 
to be under conviction, The pastor and church 
engaged in their work.—Church meetings, pray- 
er meetings and fasts were attended, and cases 
of deep anxiety occurred. The people were gen- 
erally addressed on the concerns of their souls; 
inquiring and other meetings were crowded, and 
eternal things seemed peculiarly near. From the 
first of October to Maren, the work continued 
with litle or no abatement. About 70 of various 
ages and circumstances in life, are the pro- 
fessed snbjects; 41 have been added to the 


church. 
HAMPTON. 

The revival in Hampton first appeared in the 
Academy, about the middle of October. The 
solemnity was very deep aud generally in the 
school. Hope has been emertained of the con- 
version of at least 20 of the youth, 4 or 5 of whom 
are now it is expected preparing for the minis- 
iry. 

"When it seemed as if almost the whole school 
would bow at the feet of Jesus, by a most myste- 
rious providence the shepherd was smitten and the 
lambs scattered. The very sadden death of the 
preceptor, Mr. Chase, occasioned the temporary 
dispersion of a number of the scholars. The work 
seemed to decline, but not until several in the con- 
gregation also were hopefully converted. 

In the early part of April, renewed and mighty 
effusion of grace was bestowed on the town, which, 
with the converts mentioned in the Academy, 
brought the number to at least an hundred. For- 
ty seven have already united with the congrega- 
tional church, 20 males and 27 females. In this 
revival several notorious opposers of the truth have, 
to the honor of sovereign Grace, been called into 
the kingdom. But the subjects in general are 
among the most reputable members of society, 





en for various objects between 400 and 500 dollars. 
For our meeting-house they have contributed 


including several young men of high promise, 
and a large proportion of heads of families of both 
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sexes, who have much influence in communi- 
ty. A general solemnity has pervaded the town. 


STRATHAM. 


The revival in Stratham commenced about the 
middle of November. ‘There was a more than 
usual seriousvess and spint of prayer in the church 
for several months previous, The stated quarter- 
ly prayer meetings of the church designed for the 
nivival improvement of the members, particularly 
for conversation on the state of their own souls, were 
very solemn and, Christians appeared to feel deep 
ly for the souls of summers. The first apperance of 
special seriousness among the impeuitent was ala 
Sabbath evening meeting ip a private house. 

The whole number of hopeful converts belong- 
ing tothe Congregational society is about 30, 16 
of whom together with 4 from Lamprey river 
faciory, have united with the church, the others 
will probably uvite with it 1a short dine. 

Special days of fasting and prayer have been 
often observed during the revival, aud evidently 


blessed. 
RYE. 


The revival in Rye commenced the latter part 
of Autumn and continued through the winter and 
spring. It was preceded by some very solemu 
di-penusations of providence. There were several 
su.iden deaths of intemperate persons. The world- 
ly interests of a considerabie number of the inhab- 
itan’s were affected, im some cases deeply, in 
consequence of some failures in buswess. These, 
with the endeavours used both in public and pri- 
vate to lead peuple to consider them as judgments 
for prevaleut sms and neglect of duty, produced 
thiough the blessing of God serious consideration 
of the evil effects of sin, the uncertainty of Mile, 
and we wsufficiency of worldiy possessions, ‘The 
minds ot many individuals aud tanuhes were sol- 
emnzed. The number who attended inquiry 
meetings increased and the work rapidly progres 
sed ull about one hundred persous of Various ages 
hopetully experienced asavingchange. A cousid- 
erable number of heads of families, and some are 
awong the principal and leading Characters in the 
town, A vumber of children and youth of the 
sabbath and other schools appear to have shared m 
te blessing. The good fruns of this revival are 
manifest. A number of new family altars have 
been erected. A very visible improvement in 
morals hastaken place. It is judged that not one 
half the quantity of ardent spirits is sold nor halt 
the il effects of intemperance seen that were be- 
fore the rexval, 


NORTH HAMPTON. 


The religious attenuen in orth Hampton did 
not openly assume the character of a revival ull 
the jiatter part of December, when at the close of 
an eveuing lecture nearly 30 anxivus persons re 
Maiwed as mquirers.—From thattime the serious- 
ness increased. {It continued to be encouraging 
ull the pressure of worldly business commenced wm 
the spring. Twenty-six have united with the 
congegational church, A number more, it 
is Loped, have experienced a change of heart. 

Some occurrences preparatory to the revival 
are sufficiently imteresting to be narrated. An 
account of the meeting of the General Association 
last September, and of the warratives then given of 
revivals, made some impression. A day of fast- 
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ing at Durham inthe early part of the revival in 
that town, was attended by the pastor and several 
members from North Hampton, who returned 
with their desires for a revival deepened. Que of 
the brethren who attended that meeting had beeu 
present atthe conference of churches in June pre- 
ceding, and was deeply affected with what he 
there heard and saw. Other members of the 
church were excited by other means, and a desire 
for a revival iucreased and extended. On the 
-uggestion of the brother before mentioned, a 
number of the brethren and sisters commenced, 
in October, a weekly prayer meeting for the ex- 
press purpose of praying for a revival. Atthe 
first meeting it was not known that there was any 
case of anxiety in the town, At the second of 
these seasons of prayer, a young man, who had 
newly entertained hope that his heart was savingly 
changed, went to the meeting and related what 
God had done for his soul. Another tndividual, 
who ina state of anxiety, sent into that meeting 
a request for the special prayers of Christians, 
obtained relief that night. The frequent minis- 
trations of Rev. Henry Smith were evidenily 
blessed to excite the felings of Christians and a- 
wake the imy, enitent. 

About 20 members of the church who were to- 
gether at a meeting appointed for the Bible Class, 
solemnly agreed to pray three times, at least a day, 
for a revival, until the blessing should be received, 
or until they should die. Days of fasting were 
observed. Great solemnity resulted fiom a united 
ineeting of the churches in Stratham and North 
Hampton in their preparatory lecture in Novem- 
ber, atthe close of which there was a public re- 
newal of covenant.—V. H. Obs. 


ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH IN LEE, MASS, 


The revival of religion which commenced in 
this town near the beginning of the present year, 
has produced great changes in many individuals 
of different ages, from the hoary head to the youth 
of twelve, and great changes also in mauy fami- 
lies, Very visible and striking are the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit in these new disciples of our Lord, 
and great has been the jov occasioued by such an 
accession to the number of believers. Move than 
ihirty family altars have been erected in the 
town, where the blessings of God were not before 
sought. For the last six months we have been 
collecting and examining the hopeful subjects of 
this work of grace, and preparing the way for their 
entering publicly into covenant with God and his 
people. In this important labor we have endeav- 
ored to proceed, not hastily, but with caution, 
aware of the treachery of the human heart, and of 
the danger of self deception, in a time of such 
general and deep excitement, as we witnessed 
here for several months, 

On the first Sabbath in July, which was the 
Sabbath of our communion, we received into the 
church filty from the world, and two by lewer. 
On the first Sabbath in September, we received 
thirty-seven ; and on the first Sabbath in Novem- 
ber we received eighteen, ali by profession ; mak- 
ing an addition of 107 to the number of conmu- 
nicants, These seasons were, indeed, inieresing, 
solemn and joyful. Nine now stand propounded 
as candidates for admission, and more it is ex- 
pected, will offer themselves for examination be- 





fore the communion in January. A. Hype. 
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from the Allantic Souvenir for 1828. 
SABBATH EVENING. 


List ! there is music in the air: 

It is the Sabbath evening bell, 
Chiming the vesper hour of prayer, 

O’er mountain top and lowland dell, 
Aud infaucy and age are seen, 
Slow wiading o'er the church yard green. 


It is the eve of rest: the light 
Still lingers on the moss grown tow’r, 
While to the drowsy car of night, 
Slowly it marks the vveving hour. 
Tis hush'd! and all is silent there, 
Save the low, fervent voice of prayer. 


Aud now far down the quiet vale, 

Sweet hymnings on the air float by ; 
Hashing the whip-poor-will’s sad wail 

With its own plaintive melody. 
They breathe of peace like the sweet strains 
That swept at night o’er Bethlem’s plains. 


And heads are bowed, as the low hymo 
Steals thro’ that gray and time worn pile, 
Aud the altar lights burn faint and dim, 
In the long and moss-grown aisle ; 
And the distant foot-fall echoes loud, 
Above the bhush’d and kneeling crowd. 


And now beneath the old elin’s shade, 
Where the moon beams may not smile ; 

Bright flowers upon the graves are laid, 
And sad tears shed unseen the while, 

The last sweet gift affection brings, 

To deck the earth to which it clings. 


How beautiful those simple flowers 
Strewn o’er that silent spot still sleep, 
Still wet with summer's gentle showers, 
As if they too could feel and weep! 
They fade and die ; the wint’ry wind 
Shall leave no trace of them behind ! 


The bright new moon hath set: the light 
'Tis fading on the far blue bills ; 
And on the passing breeze of night, 
The music of their thousand rills 
Comes echoing through the twilight grey, 
Save the lone watch dog’s distant bay. 


The crowd hath pass’d away ; the prayer 

And low breath’d evening hymn are gone ; 
The cold mist only lingers there, 

O’er the dark moss and mould’ring stone, 
And the stars shine brightly o'er the glen, 
Where rests the quiet homes of men. F. M. 


MARTIN LUTHER IN HIS CLOSET. 


I cannot (says Vitus Theodorus, one of the 
German Reformers) enough admire the cheerful- 
ness, constancy, faith and hope of Luther, eveo in 
these trying times. He constantly feeds these 
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he does not employ in prayer at least three of his 
best hours. Once I happened to hear him at 
prayer. O what spit, what faith, was there in 
iis expressions! He petitions God with as much 
reverence as if he were actually in the divine 
presence ; and yet with as firm a hope and confi- 
dence as he would address a father or a friend. 
“TT know,” said he, “thou art our Father and our 
God: tuerefore [ am sure thoy wilt bring to naught 
(ve persecutors of thy chiliren. For shouldest 
thou fail to do this, thine own cause, being con- 
nected with ours, would be endangered. It js en- 
tirely thine own concern: we, by thy providence, 
have been compelled to take a part. Thou, 
therefore, wilt be our defence!” While I was !is- 
tening to Luther praying in this manner, at a dis- 
tance, my soul seemed to be on fire within me, to 
hear the man address God so like a friend, and yet 
with so much gravity and reverence ; and also to 
hear him, in the course of bis prayer, insisting up- 
on the promises contained in the Psalms, as if he 
was sure his petitions would be granted. 


It would be doing injustice to the memory of 
Lord Byron aod to the reputation of Mr. Moore, 
io Omit Mentioning, that they have made a prac- 
tical atonement for the license of their temporal 
effusions, by each giving to the world a collection 
of spiritual songs. But we know not how it is 
—these last have vot the inspiration of the former ; 
and to quote the quaint words of old Cotton Math- 
er, “they seem to have given their flour to the 
Devil, and reserved their bran for the Lord.”— 
American Quarterly Review. 


4 Father’s Counsels.—I1 would warn you a- 

gainst listening to any thing bad; we have so. 
much evil within as, that it is very unwise as well 

as sinful, to add toit by hearkening to a bad story, 

a bad song, or a badtoast. They will be retained 
by the memory, whila good things are forgotten ; 
therefore, * Cease my son to hear the instruction 

that causeth to ert from the words of knowledge.” 

— Proverbs, xix. 27. 


Did you ever hear a GentirMan swear ?--I recol- 
lect once being in company with a young man who 
indulged himself in the use of profane language to an 
immoderate degree. I was so circumstanced that | 
could not rid myself of him, however unpleasant his 
society might continue to be to me. As I did not 
like to hear the sacred name of God profaned, I ven- 
tured to ask him if he ever heard a gentleman swear. 
He at first appeared panic struck, and very much a- 
bashed ; but remarked, and very justly (Lo, that he 
never did hear a gentleman swear, and that it was a 
shame for a man to use profane language. I heard 
no more oaths from him that day, and the omission 
of profanity rendered his society very agreeable.— 
There are some little upstarts who are so iguorant, 





good affections by a very diligewt study of the 
Word of God. en, nota day passes in which 


that they think they cannot be gentlemen without they 
swear roundly. 
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